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This book traces the evolution of crimes against humanity (CAH) and their application from the end of World War I to 
the present day, in terms of both historic legal analysis and subject-matter content. The first part of the book addresses 
general issues pertaining to the categorization of CAH in normative jurisprudential and doctrinal terms. This is 
followed by an analysis of the specific contents of CAH, describing its historic phases going through international 
criminal tribunals, mixed model tribunals, and the International Criminal Court. This includes both a normative and 
jurisprudential assessment as well as a review of doctrinal material commenting on all of the above. The book 
examines the general parts and defenses of the crime, along with the history and jurisprudence of both international 
and national prosecutions. For the first time, a list of all countries that have enacted national legislation specifically 
directed at CAH is collected, along with all of the national prosecutions that have occurred under national legislation 
up to 2010. The book constitutes a unique and comprehensive treatment of all legal and historical aspects pertaining to 
crimes against humanity in a single definitive volume.

"The book constitutes a unique and comprehensive treatment of all legal and historical aspects pertaining to crimes 
against humanity in a single definitive volume." - Jacob Katz Cogan, International Law ReporterAbout the AuthorM. 
Cherif Bassiouni is a distinguished research professor of law emeritus at DePaul University College of Law and 
president emeritus of the law school's International Human Rights Law Institute. He also is president of the 
International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences in Siracusa, Italy and honorary president of the 
International Association of Penal Law in Paris, France. He has served the United Nations in a number of capacities 
and was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in the field of international criminal justice and for his 
contribution to the creation of the International Criminal Court. Bassiouni is the author or editor of 79 books and the 
author of 241 articles on a wide range of legal issues. 


