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Walter J. Hickel : Crisis in the Commons: The Alaska Solution  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crisis in the Commons: The Alaska Solution: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Textbook for the FutureBy Donald StolworthyImagine a world 
where humankind is considered part of the environment and our elected leaders consider the needs of the commons 
when making decisions. Imagine a world where neither unbridled communism or capitalism reign. This is the world 
described in Wally Hickel's new book, "Crisis in the Commons: The Alaska Solution." If you haven't read this book 
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yet, you should. It is a well-written lesson for every citizen of the planet. Even if you don't agree with all of his ideas, 
Wally Hickel's book will make you think about how we can co-exist with nature and how our potential as residents 
and stewards of the planet is limited only by our imagination. The story he tells is a lesson in Alaska's battle for 
statehood and the world's struggle to find balance between bottom-line exploitation and lock-it-up environmentalism.It 
is a story every student should read. Our youth need to understand the battles that were fought by some of Alaska's 
greatest leaders to win statehood. They need to learn about how the federal government has broken its promises to the 
people of Alaska. They need to read about how outside commercial interests have exploited Alaska's resources at the 
expense of Alaska's citizens and the environment. They need to learn about how the environmental movement is trying 
to lock up Alaska and take humans out of nature's equation. Everyone should listen to his message of entitlement. He 
explains with refreshing clarity how the creation of Alaska's Permanent Fund has fostered an atmosphere of doubt, 
greed, and narrow-sightedness. And his theory that the Permanent Fund has stolen Alaska's pioneering spirit is worthy 
of consideration. As Alaska faces its current fiscal crisis, it would do every Alaskan good to understand that the 
Permanent Fund was established as a "rainy day account" and not as a giant trust fund. Our local, state, and federal 
leaders would serve us well to read this book, debate its ideas and concepts, and consider the arguments. Perhaps then 
they would move beyond the rancor of political jousting and act in the best interests of Alaska, the nation and the 
world. Wally Hickel's life has been one of challenges, victories, defeats, vision, leadership, and controversy. This book 
is the culmination of an amazing life. It brings into focus an idea that has been nurtured over 50 years - an idea from a 
man respected around the globe for his vision and straight forward manner. "Crisis in the Commons: The Alaska 
Solution" is a textbook - a textbook for the present and the future.Don StolworthyJuneau, Alaska3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. A View from the TopBy John WhiteheadWalter J. Hickel's "Crisis in the Commons" is 
must reading for anyone interested in land use patterns and environmental issues. Hickel's analysis is truly a view from 
the top as he has shaped land use policy both as an advocate for Alaska statehood,as governor of Alaska, and as U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior under Richard Nixon. Hickel takes the reader through his trials in negotiating a state land 
grant for Alaska in the 1958 statehood bill. We then move to the builidng of the trans-Alaska pipeline and later 
examine the issue of oil drilling in the Santa Barbara channel when Hickel was Secretary of the Interior. Hickel 
provides insightful analysis into various crises in the Nixon administration, including an account of his own firing. The 
book is also a view from the top in its discussion of a new form of land ownership that has emerged in America's most 
northern state. Hickel calls this the "owner state." In Alaska the state, rather than the federal government or private 
individuals, owns a vast portion of land, including the Prudhoe Bay Oil field. Unlike earlier American states, Alaska's 
goal is not to place such land in private hands, but to develop it for the benefit of all the people of Alaska. All readers 
may not agree with every policy that Hickel developed to "manage" the owner state. But there is no question that the 
"owner state" points to a new concept and vision of the public lands. Finally the personality of Hickel, a fascinating 
state and national figure, comes through with vibrance in this volume. The reader will truly come to know Walter 
Hickel by reading "Crisis in the Commons."

Walter J. Hickel, former Secretary of the Interior and twice Governor of Alaska, describes in fascinating detail how 
Alaska faced the crisis in the commons and created a solution that could transform how we live on the planet.

About the AuthorWalter J. Hickel is former governor of Alaska and was Secretary of the Interior under the Nixon 
administration. 


