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whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised DEATH OF CONTRACT: SECOND EDITION: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book -- don't neglect the notesBy John LLots of food for 
thought when thinking about what we are told to think or believe and where those myriad propositions and fictions are 
propounded as rules (are they a priori or a posteriori?) that we are to think, believe, and perhaps practice, come from, 
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whether it relates to the law of contract, the law, or life in general.Great book -- don't neglect the notes!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A Legal Classic that is ReadableBy Robert C. BerringI reread this book each year 
before I teach a class in Contracts to first year law students. Though the book is half a century old, the points still 
resonate. Since it is based on lectures it is an easy read. Gilmore was a genius and this is a wonderful book.7 of 8 
people found the following review helpful. Good....but not THAT goodBy not meThe lectures that led to"The Death of 
Contract" were erudite, droll, and irreverent. They debunked the idea that classical contract law was a tidy system 
based on centuries of precedent -- and they added up to just over 100 pages! Anyone who struggled through a 
contracts course at law school or wondered whether contract law was really handed down on Mount Sinai should read 
this book.But readers shouldn't be taken in by the accolades of "greatness" found in other reviews. For one thing, 
anyone who hasn't studied contracts would have trouble following (let alone caring about) the central arguments of the 
book. For another, the focus is relentlessly doctrinal, with little reference to the social, historical and biographical 
contexts in which contract law was shaped and reshaped.Bottomline: "The Death of Contract" is really for lawyers 
only -- especially for those lawyers who remember with distaste the sacred cows of their first year law school 
curriculum. I was surprised to find myself gripped by doctrinal issues I haven't thought about in 25 years. But others 
will miss the point.
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