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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Same name, different guyBy Mark SeymourOne assumes, 
mistakenly, that you're unique in the world, just on the basis of your name and profession. You are, of course, wrong. 
There turns out to be yet another author named Mark Seymour publishing his stuff on , and it's not me. This book is, 
doubtless, intelligent and informative, but it's not one of my novels. I wish I could write this sort of stuff, but I don't. If 
you want high-energy fiction, go find my stuff. If you want legal history, read his. Mark Wilson Seymour

The popular referendum of 1974 which affirmed Italy's recently-won divorce law is widely regarded as a turning point 
in modern Italian history, but the long story behind that struggle has remained largely unfamiliar. Using the debates 
over divorce as a lens, this book is a study of the quest to modernize Italy, Italians, and Italian marriage.

The nine dense chapters of this book offer not only a rich reconstruction of the more than a century long and 
tormented history of the debate over divorce in Italy; they are a precious contribution to overall Italian political history 
and in particular the history of the state-church relationship in that country. - The American Historical "...A precious 
contribution to overall Italian political history and in particular of the state-church relationship in that country." - The 
American Historical "Mark Seymour's study of the divorce debates in modern Italy is a significant contribution not 
only to the history of Italy but also to the history of the politics of family and marriage in Europe. For scholars of Italy, 
Seymour's work shows how an issue like divorce, long considered unimportant as a social, economic, or political force 
in the making of modern Italy, illustrates the continuities between liberal Italy, fascism, and the republic and offers a 
more nuanced picture of the way in which political power was understood and wielded." - Linda Reeder, Journal of 
Modern History "Clearly written, full footnoted, with a timely bibliography and coise index, the volume is an 
important addition to modern Italian political and social history... Recommended." - CHOICEAbout the AuthorMARK 
SEYMOUR was born in London and moved to Sydney as a teenager. His education continued in the USA and Italy. 
He teaches Italian and European history at the University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand. 


