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Louise Mailhot, James D. Carnwath : Decisions, Decisions... a Handbook for Judicial Writing  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Decisions, Decisions... a Handbook for 
Judicial Writing: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Canadian book, and not a strong one.By Wayne SchiessThe book 
includes some basic and general good-writing advice, but it is not a strong text. Too many weaknesses.First, there are 
too many long, block quotations from judicial opinions, and too little accompanying analysis of what was good or 
bad--specifically--in the quoted text.Second, the subject of judicial humor doesn't justify 14 pages of treatment. 
Perhaps one page to amplify on this statement: "Use it rarely, if ever, and then only toward yourself." The examples in 
that chapter are odd--almost none are humorous, nor does it seem that they were intended to be.Third, the book uses 
the words "decision," "opinion," and "judgment" in less-than-careful ways, sometimes interchangeably and often 
confusingly. Not good in a book on judicial writing.
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