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The definition of domestic violence varies depending on the context in which thetermisused. A clinical or behaviora
definition is "a pattern of assaultive and/or coercive behaviors, including physical, sexual, and psychological attacks,
aswell as economic coercion, that adults or adolescents use against their intimate partners.” Legal definitions across
the States generally describe specific conduct or acts that are subject to civil and criminal actions, and the specific
language used may vary depending on whether the definition is found in the civil or criminal sections of the State?s
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