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M. Scott Peck : Denial of the Soul: Spiritual and M edical Per spectives on Euthanasia and Mortality before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Denial of the Soul: Spiritual
and Medical Perspectives on Euthanasia and Mortality:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Theissue of euthanasia By Gwynn RogersThere currently isa
debate going on about how to live the end of life and when it is appropriate to call it quits. Dr. Peck provides all
aspects ... moral, religious, medical, and family considerations for whether or not people should consider ending their
life when their health has dramatically declined. The book is extremely thought-provoking and well written. | think all
doctors and those people at the end of their life should educate themselves by reading this book.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. Denial of the Soul by Scott PeckBy KFitzgibbonsl bought it fr my brother as a birthday
gift, and he hasread it with zeal and likes the style and presentation of the author.My brother is an ordained clergy
person and is very well read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Thoughtful insight to a difficult issueBy
Irreverent ReverendAs aformer trainer for Scott Peck's Road Less Traveled Seminars, | am not an objective voice. |
love the way Scott attacks difficult issues with generasity and compassion. On the other hand, he doesn't shy away
from putting forth an unpopular perspective to stimulate discourse and encourage you to challenge your values.

Explores the issue of euthanasiathe right to die. Poses the questions we should all ask ourselves helps us determine the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0788169939

spiritual lessons that dying is meant to teach us. The Hippocratic Oath decrees that physicians prolong life relieve
suffering. However, technological advancements have blurred the lines between these issues. Herails against the
inadequate trestment of physical pain gives sensible medical spiritual perspectives on chronic terminal emotional
physical pain. Discusses the deeper meanings of life, death, suicide, euthanasia. Asks whether we have the right to kill
ourselves even though we have the power.

From Library Journal The author of several best sellers, including The Road Less Traveled (which at last count has
been on the New Y ork Times Best Sellerslist for 687 weeks), Peck here discusses a complex and timely

matter 7euthanasia. Peck wants to address the "spiritual” aspects of the decision, which he feels have been ignored in
thistoo-secular world. He's taken on a huge task: to define physical and emotional suffering, to come up with
guidelines for considering physician-assisted suicide, and to foster further dialog by society as a whole on these issues.
Thisisnot abook of answers; Peck instead encourages discussion about "learning through dying," what a soul consists
of, and choosing hospice care when it's clear the end is near. Peck is awonderful writer, engaging, intelligent, and full
of storiesfrom his long psychiatric practice; as usual, he takes on big issues with seriousness, sensitivity, and balance.
Highly recommended.?Barbara O'Hara, Free Lib. of Philadel phiaCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From BooklistPeck, very productive of late, may never have written atimelier, more cogent, more fluently
readable book than this one. He believes that no current ethical-legal issue is more important than euthanasia and that
there is not enough discussion of and even contention over it. He presents and considers the medical, spiritual, and
social issues of euthanasia. Medicine, though it has finally conceded that "pulling the plug" on the terminaly ill isa
moral accession to the naturalness of dying, has yet to grant the necessity of fully relieving physical pain--that is, even
to the point of eventually lethal doses of painkiller--and has barely begun to acknowledge hellish emotional pain asa
condition from which suicide may be awholly natural release. Spiritually, Peck insists that suicide done out of the
individualistic desire to control one's life and to deny one's God-given soul must be discouraged, for lifeisalearning
experience that ought to be fully realized, even through suffering. Y et Peck cites circumstances in which assisted
suicide seems morally justified (one great strength of the book is the cases from which Peck educes the complexities
he discusses--all of them real, drawn from his and other physicians practices). He concludes, however, that at present
society isn't spiritually strong enough to legalize physician-assisted suicide, which is perhaps the greatest reason that
euthanasia must become the subject of a great and completely open debate, one that he has masterfully and engagingly
begun. Ray OlsonFrom Kirkus sThe bestselling author of The Road Less Traveled offers a nuanced and thought-
provoking contribution to a debate that, he believes, is going to make us face important questions about our direction
as asociety. Although assisted-suicide practitioner Dr. Jack Kevorkian gives Peck the shivers, our author credits him
for having amost single-handedly made euthanasia a national issuein the US. Peck has not written about euthanasia
before, and he does so now, he says, because of his alarm at the lack of passion, the “vast, tacit approval of
euthanasia," that has followed Kevorkian's activities. Peck's own position is a mixture of pragmatism and principle. He
is not totally against assisted suicide in cases of severe and prolonged physical pain, but he believes that hospice, with
its concept of palliative medical care and liberal use of morphine pumps, should make this option unnecessary. Of
more practical concern for Peck isthe use of euthanasia as away of avoiding existential suffering in the face of death.
Drawing on actual case histories of assisted suicide, he notes a tendency for the patient to want to remain in control.
Peck argues that evading the process of gradual detachment at the approach of death is to succumb to the kind of fear
that lies at the root of all neurosis. More radically, it isadenia of the soul and, as such, an expression of a deeply
secular worldview. While Peck values secularism as an advance over religious bigotry, he suggeststhat it is a stage of
limited personal growth. Peck is very careful to define histerms. Asin al his books, he draws on his years of work as
atherapist and on his personal struggles. Peck's open-ended and compassionate approach will speak to all shades of
opinion. (For another look at euthanasia, see Bert Keizer, Dancing with Mister D, p. TK.) -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



