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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Divorce Reality Check: 
Smart Split Solutions for Civility, Clarity and Common Sense: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I must say that she is an excellent lawyer. My divorce process was 
longBy Margaret P.As one of Jackie's recent clients, I must say that she is an excellent lawyer. My divorce process 
was long; however, drama and emotions were kept at a low and I attribute this to Jackie's influence, along with my 
efforts. The process was really quite smooth. The book gives one a very good sample of the manner in which Jackie 
handles her cases. She is very fair and realistically informs you of the options and possible outcomes of different 
strategies. I admire Jackie's integrity and professionalism. She and her book are worth every penny!!3 of 3 people 
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found the following review helpful. An amazing book that will answer the questions weighing heavy on ...By 
CustomerAn amazing book that will answer the questions weighing heavy on your mind as well as inspiring you 
through the different stages of divorce. I would highly recommend this book!!!3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. I am a former client of Jacquie's, and I ...By NinaI am a former client of Jacquie's, and I can personally 
attest to her pragmatic approach to separation and divorce. Buy the book!

Your marriage is irretrievably broken, and life as you know it is unraveling fast. You feel overwhelmed and confused 
by the well-intentioned (but lets face it, often clueless) advice of your friends and family. Does your lawyers strategy 
alarm you instead of calm you down? Does the light at the end of the tunnel seem farther and farther away? You are 
not alone. In fact, you sound like a lot of the men and women who walk into my law office every day. But dont 
despair. You have come to the right place to find some straight talk about the legal process and the steps you should 
take to regain your equilibrium and be smarter about your split. Like most people facing the demise of their marriage, 
you might feel like your world has turned completely upside down. Uncertainty and unease about the future, and your 
childrens future, may cause you to lose sleep. You may fear being taken for every dime by your vengeful and hell-bent 
spouse. You may fear losing rights to your most precious assets: your children. You might be intimidated by your 
spouse, or his lawyer, and maybe even your own lawyer. Still, at a time when your family and financial life are falling 
apart, it is critical that you take control, and make sound decisions that will affect the rest of your future. But how? 
Lets break it down. After you get over the emotional hurdles -- a process that is unique to every individual and every 
relationship -- there are three main legal categories to address, namely: I. Custody; II. Support; and III. Asset 
Distribution. Each of these areas must be fully resolved in writing -- by settlement agreement or court order -- before 
you can move on with your life. Easier said than done to be sure, but take heart. In your hands, you have a GPS to 
navigate the rocky terrain in the months ahead. You will learn how and why the high road is the best road. The 
organizing tools, lists and reality checks in these pages will help you obtain tangible results and a clearer path. I will 
coach you with strategies to help you deal with your ex, and provide you with talking points for your meetings with 
your lawyer.I know that you are at an important crossroads in your life. I encourage you to read this entire book, and 
be open minded about the possibility of a civilized and uncomplicated break up. Just as I do with my clients, I am 
rooting for you to move on with your life, and to avoid self-destructive and sabotaging behaviors. I urge you to avoid a 
victim mentality, especially because all that it will get you is an invite to an everlasting pity party. (Authors Note: This 
book is not going to change your life. You have to do that on your own.) My first objective for you? To calm you and 
encourage you to think rationally, not emotionally, about your divorce. To begin and strengthen habits of successful 
financial planning and smooth co-parenting (even when your ex does not necessarily cooperate). Your new mantra 
starting today? Repeat The Three Cs after me: Civility, Clarity, Common sense. If, on the other hand, you are feeling 
angry and vindictive, go find a shark lawyer to lead you into Armageddon (and empty your pockets), because this 
book is not for you. Are you willing to accept some tough love from an expert that has helped thousands of clients 
move forward with their lives? If so, keep reading!

About the AuthorJacqueline Harounian, Esq. is a law partner at Wisselman, Harounian Associates, PC in Great Neck, 
New York and a recognized leader in the field of matrimonial and family law. She skillfully and adeptly handles 
complex divorce, custody and support matters in the Family and Supreme Courts on Long Island and New York City. 
As a highly experienced trial attorney, Jackie nevertheless believes that a negotiated settlement, rather than litigation, 
is the preferred strategy for her clients. Her approach is client focused, straightforward and empathetic. She provides 
respect and compassion, guiding her clients towards a cost effective and clear-cut resolution that is in their best 
interest. Jackie attended Columbia College (B.A. cum laude, English Literature and Middle Eastern Languages) and 
thereafter, Hofstra University School of Law (J.D. with honors). She was admitted to practice law in New York State, 
2nd Department, in 1995, and admitted to practice before The Supreme Court of the United States in 2013. Among her 
many accolades, she is rated "Pre Eminent" and recognized with the highest possible peer review rating ("AV") by 
Martindale-Hubbell for legal ability and professional ethics, with a "Superb" rating (10 out of 10) on Avvo.com. She 
has been chosen to the Super Lawyers list for the past six consecutive years (2010-2015), and Super Lawyers has 
repeatedly selected her as one of the "Top 50 Women Lawyers" in New York, each time as the only Long Island 
divorce attorney on the list. Public service and volunteering have always been a priority for Jackie since she began her 
legal career. She is the current President of Yashar, the Attorneys and Lawyers Chapter of Hadassah. Since 2007, she 
has been an Adjunct Professor of Family Law at Hofstra Law School. She lectures on a regular basis to attorneys, 
accountants, mental health professionals, police departments, and bar associations. She is a sought after speaker for a 
range of topics including financial and legal empowerment, negotiating skills, and women's issues. She has been 
involved in efforts to advance legislation in her field, including same sex marriage laws, and proposed child abduction 
legislation. Jackie has made numerous television appearances as an expert in family law, including WABC Good 
Morning America; WCBS Evening News, radio and cable programs. Her advice is featured on a regular basis in print 



media, including Newsweek, The New York Times, and The Huffington Post. 


