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Raustiala's book traces the history of territoriality in U.S. law. Surprisingly, the range of constitutional rights has rarely 
aligned with the extent of U.S. sovereignty -- from the "intraterritoriality" of Native American reservations and 
colonial holdings to the "extraterritoriality" of the U.S. District Court of China, the executive branch has long tried to 
maintain maximum flexibility in administering federal holdings.These precedents led to the Bush administration's 
decision in 2001 to hold prisoners of the War on Terror at Guantanamo Bay, igniting a firestorm of international 
criticism. This book, then, represents an important piece of scholasticism -- it not only follows a facinating thread of 
U.S. legal history, but also explains the rationale behind the GTMO international relations debacle.Sadly, despite the 
issue's importance, the Kindle version looks like it was a scanned in using Optical Character Recognition without 
proofreading. The endnote marks are not hyperlinked, and are sometimes left dangling apart from their preceding 
sentences. It gives a very amateurish feel to the text.Second, the book itself is overlong and reads more like a thesis. 
Long sections are spent explaining what is going to be explained, with explanations followed by summaries of what 
was explained. It gets to be a little tedious.Finally, Raustiala assumes the reader has a significant legal background and 
understands the myriad precedents, which alienates those who (like me) are curious but not legal professionals. I 
would have liked to learn more about the cited cases without having to pull up Wikipedia three times a chapter.To 
summarize, Raustiala has produced a work that is valuable for both its historical and contemporary relevance. I regret 
it is not more transparent for the casual reader, nor treated with the editorial professionalism it deserves.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Customervery good0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Carefully documented historical and legal reviewBy Kenneth MurrayProfessor Rausiala creates an engaging 
work that gives the reader both a legal framework of the basis of the law used in various settings, but also the 
historical and political situations through which these frameworks were created (or some might say, contrived).He is 
not shy in pointing out the lack of logic or simple malfeasance, where appropriate, in engaging in some of the legal 
engagement that America has undertaken when applying it's vision of law offshore.His skill as a writer makes the 
reading easy, not a textbook exercise in legalese, and gives insight into a part of Americas extention of power that has 
not often been discribed.

The Bush Administration has notoriously argued that detainees at Guantanamo do not enjoy constitutional rights 
because they are held outside American borders. But where do rules about territorial legal limits such as this one come 
from? Why does geography make a difference for what legal rules apply? Most people intuitively understand that 
location affects constitutional rights, but the legal and political basis for territorial jurisdiction is poorly understood. In 
this novel and accessible treatment of territoriality in American law and foreign policy, Kal Raustiala begins by tracing 
the history of the subject from its origins in post-revolutionary America to the Indian wars and overseas imperialism of 
the 19th century. He then takes the reader through the Cold War and the globalization era before closing with a 
powerful explanation of America's attempt to increase its extraterritorial power in the post-9/11 world. As American 
power has grown, our understanding of extraterritorial legal rights has expanded too, and Raustiala illuminates why 
America's assumptions about sovereignty and territory have changed. Throughout, he focuses on how the legal limits 
of territorial sovereignty have diminished to accommodate the expanding American empire, and addresses how such 
limits ought to look in the wake of Iraq, Afghanistan, and the war on terror. A timely and engaging narrative, Does the 
Constitution Follow the Flag? will change how we think about American territory, American law, and-ultimately-the 
changing nature of American power.

"Raustiala has written a masterful account of the Untied States' centuries-long legal and political struggle over 
extraterritoriality..The book follows the many waves of debate over territory and law from the American Revolution to 
the post-World War II decades...Raustiala wonderfully illuminates the history and politics behind these 
controversies."--Foreign Affairs"Raustiala's well-written volume provides a timely study of the complex relationships 
between geography and territory, on the one hand, and legal rules and understandings, on the other...Raustiala 
skillfully weaves doctrinal analysis of Supreme Court opinions with arguments drawn from "second image reversed" 
international relations theory...a welcome and important contribution to the literature that explores the links between 
territory, sovereignty and legal authority."--Law Politics Book "Raustiala has produced an insightful, wonderfully 
written account of the recent history of one of our important legal institutions: the territorial state. If we are lucky, his 
first-rate book will touch off further scholarship on the history of the territorial state."--Law and History "Valuable."--
The New Republic"Kal Raustiala's 'Does the Constitution Follow the Flag?' turns some of the crucial debates of the 
Bush years into a guide to a new era in law and foreign policy. He examines the old fashioned notions of borders and 
boundaries in the context of a changed and changing world, and asks all the right questions about what they will mean 
in the future."--Jeffrey Toobin, author of The Nine"As Kal Raustiala shows in his marvelous new book, Elihu Root 
was correct a century ago when he quipped that 'the Constitution indeed follows the flag, but it doesn't quite catch up.' 
Does the Constitution Follow the Flag? shows in fascinating detail how politics and law interact in shaping legal 
constraints on the conduct of American foreign policy."--Robert O. Keohane, Professor of International Affairs, 
Princeton University"This book ties together many different historical strands of our extraterritorial Constitution in a 



compelling, remarkably accessible, and genuinely illuminating narrative."--Jack Goldsmith, author of The Terror 
Presidency"As an act both of dispassionate scholarship and passionate citizenship, Does the Constitution Follow the 
Flag? compels attention. Its rich account of the outsized reach of American law is informed by a deep understanding of 
history, jurisprudence, and global affairs. Illuminating and incisive, the book's riveting account of territoriality and law 
in American political development could not be more timely."--Ira Katznelson, author of When Affirmative Action 
Was White"Does the Constitution Follow the Flag? is a brilliant, wide-ranging and timely book. In a world where 
supra-national forces, from global markets and mass migration, to international terrorist organizations, present an ever-
increasingly challenge to the limits of the law, it shows just what territorial sovereignty is, and why it matters. It is also 
a highly compelling work of intellectual and political history."--Anthony Pagden, author of Worlds at WarAbout the 
AuthorKal Raustiala writes and teaches in the areas of international law and international relations. He holds a joint 
appointment between the UCLA Law School and the UCLA International Institute, where he teaches in the Program 
on Global Studies. He is also director of the UCLA Ronald W. Burkle Center for International Relations. 


