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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read this Before You Hire a Lawyer!By ChezronVery good 
concrete advice from a female lawyer on what you can expect throughout the divorce process, and after. She tells it 
exactly like it is and does not sugar coat it. I appreciate her succinct writing style. Very helpful if you need information 
on lawyers and the divorce settlement. I do not have children so I skipped the parts about custody. I imagine they are 
helpful too. I WISH I had read this before I hired a lawyer. I did manage to get a good lawyer, but using the book's 
questions before retaining a lawyer would have been a better plan. I rarely post five stars.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. It motivates youBy Larex CroftBut I don't think it really lists all of your options. It was a 
good read, very informative! Worth a look!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Helpful but datedBy 
Sandra WilliamsI thought the book was very helpful. The author brought up a lot of different topics and points I hadn't 
even thought of. The only drawback to this book is that it was published in 1996 so I'm not sure how much of the info 
is still relevant today. I would have liked to see an updated version. I would also have liked it if this book was 
available to listen to as well.

A straightforward, all-incisive guide that alerts women to the pitfalls of a hasty decision "just to get it over with", 
Don't Settle for Less teaches women how to work within the system to improve the outcome of their divorce 
settlements. In our era of womens equality in the home as well as the workplace, it is shocking that when it comes to 
divorce, women routinely encounter serious economic and emotional hardship while their ex-husbands enjoy increased 
prosperity. Beverly Pekala, an attorney with years of experience in family law, provides invaluable step-by-step 
counsel to offset this disparity. Along with other crucial revelations and strategies, Dont Settle for Less tells women 
when and how they announce their decision to divorce can actually put them in a stronger legal position, how they 
must analyze the value of all marital property including the less obvious retirement benefits, pension plans, profit-
sharing, and even the husbands hidden assets, how those who choose to give up their careers to raise children can be 
awarded a settlement based on their reduced earning capacity, how understanding their rights as parents and the rights 
of their children will give them an advantage in child support, custody, and visitation negotiations, and well as how 
there are a myriad of important details to consider when deciding between going to trial versus settling out of 
court.With the understanding that knowledge is power, Beverly Pekala provides women with the ammunition they 
need to use an economically unfair system to their advantage. 


