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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The true history of fighting pollution and pollutersBy Ron GranerAt
atime when the real rulers of this nation are buying members of Congress to kill laws that protect the environment this
book takes reassurance to Georgia and Tennessee to the days when the air the water and the land was so polluted by
the copper mining industry that a huge desert was created.It shows the many court battles that |ead to today's EPA and
a cleaner environment.Please also read The War Against American Workers.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Thougthful, well-researched monographBy Anson Cassel MillsDuncan Maysilles has researched and written a
fine monograph about the decades of litigation that followed the extraordinary pollution created by copper smelting in
extreme southeastern Tennessee during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The enormous amounts of sulfur dioxide
generated by open heap roasting devastated thousands of acres of farms and woodland--literally turning aregion that
received almost sixty inches of rain ayear into a desert.By an accident of geography, the greatest harm befell
neighboring Georgia, which could collect no taxes from the polluters and was therefore politically disposed to bring
before the U. S. Supreme Court the first case of cross-border air pollution, Georgiav. Tennessee Copper Co.

(1907).To reach an ultimate solution, though, an interplay of governmental and private initiatives was necessary. The
federal nudge toward sounder environmental practice was not insignificant; but more land would certainly have been
destroyed had not entrepreneurs devised a method for converting sulfur dioxide into profitable ingredients of fertilizer
(manufacture of sulfuric acid actually survived copper mining) and had not nearby timber barons added their
considerable weight to the legal scales.Maysilles writes|egal history elegantly even though some of the blow-by-blow
descriptions of the many legal cases will likely weary lay readers. The author notes that he cut "what amounted to a
chapter's worth of surplus text"(x), but | sometimes found myself itching to use an editor's pencil on what remained.
Still, thisis agood example of what the best monographs do: present original scholarship based on previously
unknown primary source material.0 of O people found the following review helpful. The only complaint is the back
cover was printed at an angle like the paper didn't go in straightBy Pen NameV ery well-written and researched book.
The only complaint is the back cover was printed at an angle like the paper didn't go in straight. Maybe it was
intentional to look like smoke or maybe it's defective! Either way, it wasn't agift so it didn't matter to me!

It is hard to make a desert in a place that receives sixty inches of rain each year. But after decades of copper mining,

all that remained of the old hardwood forests in the Ducktown Mining District of the Southern Appalachian Mountains
was afifty-square mile barren expanse of heavily gullied red hills--a landscape created by sulfur dioxide smoke from
copper smelting and destructive logging practices. In Ducktown Smoke, Duncan Maysilles examines this
environmental disaster, one of the worst the South has experienced, and its impact on environmental law and
Appalachian conservation.Beginning in 1896, the widening destruction wrought in Tennessee, Georgia, and North
Carolina by Ducktown copper mining spawned hundreds of private lawsuits, culminating in Georgiav. Tennessee
Copper Co., the U.S. Supreme Court'sfirst air pollution case. In its 1907 decision, the Court recognized for the first
time the sovereign right of individual statesto protect their natural resources from transborder pollution, a
foundational opinion in the formation of American environmental law. Maysilles reveals how the Supreme Court case
brought together the disparate forces of agrarian populism, industrial logging, and the forest conservation movement to
set alegal precedent that remains relevant in environmental law today.

This study is an excellent addition to southern historiography and should be required reading for students of
environmental history and law.--Journal of Southern HistoryMaysilles provides a vibrant look at Ducktown, its smoke,
and what would emerge as its deserted landscape.--North Carolina Historical [Maysilles] appreciates the complex
relationship between the copper companies and the people of southern Appalachia.--Journal of American
HistoryMaysilles's book on the Copper Basin successfully assesses the importance of the Ducktown lawsuits of the
early twentieth century to today's environmental challenges. . . . Thisbook has appeal for students and academics
studying national and regional legal history, aswell as historians studying the New South period.--Journal of East
Tennessee HistoryAn important addition to the scholarship on Southern Appalachian industrialization, Appalachian
and environmental history, and environmental law.--The Journal of the North Carolina Association of
HistoriansReaders and researches can certainly celebrate that this vitally important subject is now illuminated by a
thorough book-length study.--Appalachian Heritage] A] well-researched book . . . . Recommended.--ChoiceA carefully
articulated tale of the conflict and interplay between private, state, and federal interests.--Southern HistorianWith
degreesin English, history, and law, Maysilles discusses the topic with a high degree of elegance, knowledge and
thoughtful consideration." --H-Net sA powerful and enlightening addition to literature on environmental abuse.--
McCormick Messenger Duncan Maysilles tells the story of the Copper Basin, an area that suffered incredible
environmental abuse, like no one has before. Documenting some of the earliest environmental legislation in America,
Ducktown Smoke is an extremely important and expertly written book.--Donald E. Davis, author of Where There Are
Mountains: An Environmental History of the Southern A ppalachiansMaysilles combines environmental and legal
history in a comprehensive and powerful manner. This exceptional and enlightening book will be an extremely
valuable addition to the literature exploring how courts dealt with pollution issues in the late-nineteenth and early-



twentieth centuries.--Joel Tarr, Carnegie Mellon UniversityFrom the Inside FlapMaysilles examines one of the South's
worst environmental disasters caused by the Ducktown Mining District in the southern Appalachians, and its impact
on environmental law and Appalachian conservation.



