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Arthur Ripstein : Equality, Responsibility, and the Law (Cambridge Studies in Philosophy and Law)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Equality, Responsibility, and 
the Law (Cambridge Studies in Philosophy and Law): 

5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Repetitive, Obscure, but Raises Interesting IssuesBy Dustin 
WoehlRead this for a seminar on Freedom and Responsibility. For those with a legal background, it presents little 
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NEW material. The thesis is that the law's treatment of luck, risks, and responsibility (and everything else) stems from 
a concern about protecting the fair terms of interaction between persons. This focus tends to reject a legal subjectivist 
account of the law that centers on the subject's motives or beliefs in favor of looking at which actions a "reasonable 
person" would take to be fair in terms of the security and liberty risks of persons. While not quite offering a fresh 
perspective on legal analysis, the work does bring up many of the interesting issues and problem areas in the law.

This book examines responsibility and luck as these issues arise in tort law, criminal law, and distributive justice. In 
revealing how the problems that arise in tort and criminal law as well as distributive justice invite structurally parallel 
solutions, the author also shows the deep connection between individual responsibility and social equality. This is a 
challenging and provocative book that will be of special interest to moral and political philosophers, legal theorists, 
and political scientists.

"Yields a wealth of insights..." Dialogue"This is an excellent and challenging book that makes a significant 
contribution to our understanding of equality and responsibility." Colin M. MacLeod, Ch Jrnl of Pol Sci"Arthur 
Ripstein's Equality, Responsibility, and the Law is a well written, well argued defense of traditional principles of 
criminal and civil law that is must reading for anyone wanting to understand the underlying structure of our legal 
practices. It represents an important contribution to the literature." The Law and Politics Book "There is much to 
admire in Ripstein's work. The writing is clear and engaging. The philosophical analysis is first-rate. But I have to say 
what impresses me most is neither of these things. Rather, I admired Ripstein's ability to see the big picture, to connect 
arguments from political philosophy with issues in tort law and to fill in the lines between moral philosophy and the 
criminal law. This is an exciting book - a book that should be of general interest to anyone working in legal, moral, 
and political philosophy." Philosophy in About the AuthorArthur Ripstein is Professor of Law and Philosophy at the 
University of Toronto. An associate editor of Philosophy and Public Affairs, he is the author of Equality, 
Responsibility and the Law and Practical Rationality and Preference. 


