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This anthology of essays presents perspectives on ethics in urban and regional planning. The essays are organized into 
four sections that overview ethical issues in urban planning and administration, corruption and whistle-blowing in 
planning organizations, ethical issues in policy making, and the emergence of an environmental ethic in planning. 
Individual essays pursue specific issues like corruption in land-use and building regulation, the presuppositions of cost-
benefit analyses and the relevance of moral philosophy in planning, and whether there is an ecological ethic that can 
be applied to planning. The contributors are planners, policy analysts, political scientists and philosophers. Book News 
In 1981, the American Institute of Certified Planners adopted a revised Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct and 
in 1983 published a set of materials labeled Ethical Awareness in Planning. In that context, Wachs decided that since 
no single volume on ethics in planning was available, he would assemble a variety of seminal and representative 
papers in an effort to capture the current state of thinking. This anthology is intended (1) to serve as a text for survey 
classes in professional ethics given by university planning programs; (2) to supplement short courses in planning 
ethics for practicing professionals; and (3) to provide source materials for discussions of planning ethics sponsored by 
local chapters of the American Planning Association and similar organizations Given his objectives, Wachs has been 
successful. His selection of material allows the reader a good appreciation of the evolution of concern with ethics by 
American planners. As a result, both the student, academic and practitioner will gain from this book Wachss book 
should be of interest to most geographers, and especially those who view themselves as pursuing applied geography. 
Bruce Mitchell, Professional Geographer Martin Wachs, a professor of urban planning at UCLA, is concerned about 
the ethics of planning. He believes that some planners want to limit the discussion of ethics to the propriety of routine 
matterstaking gifts from developers, accepting football tickets, etc.what he calls the ethics of everyday behavior This 
is an excellent framework for analyzing ethical problems in planning. Wachs wants it to be used as a basis for courses 
in university planning programs, short courses for professionals, and discussions held by such professional groups as 
the American Planning Association Wachs has made a valuable contribution with this book of readings, and it will 
surely be used by many planning professors. Anthony James Catanese, Growth and Change "Particularly thought 
provoking." Planning "An ideal Book." APA JournalAbout the Author Martin Wachs is a senior principal researcher at 
RAND Corporation. He formerly served as director of the Transportation, Space, and Technology Program. 
Previously, he was professor of civil and environmental engineering and professor of city and regional planning at the 
University of California, Berkeley. His books include Transportation for the Elderly, Transportation Planning on Trial, 
and Pricing Urban Transportation. 


