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Richmond Green ChambersIt's reasonable to hazard a guess that, in the last twenty years, electronic communications 
has been the fastest growing sector of the economy, not only with respect to usage, but to the rapidity and ingenuity of 
innovations and developments within the sector that have had a profound and lasting effect on business and personal 
life worldwide.Electronic communications laws, likewise, have not only kept pace, but in the opinion of the authors -- 
Paul Nihoul and Peter Rodford -- have themselves acted as a catalyst to further growth and development of electronic 
communications products and services. `The rapid development of this (electronic communications) sector,' they say, 
`has been made possible within the EU by the adoption of a clear and stable regulatory framework...the result of a 
process that has lasted twenty years.'The concept that changes in the law have in turn accelerated the development of 
electronic media, in Europe, is startling to contemplate. We have, perhaps, got so used to seeing one innovation after 
another emerge on the market that it has not occurred to most of us that these developments stem not merely from 
scientific, technical and entrepreneurial endeavour, but from legal initiatives as well.This authoritative and learned 
book from the Oxford University Press reflects and elucidates the many and profound changes that have taken place in 
the law governing electronic communications in the last seven years since the publication of its first edition in 
2004.Since then, everything from social networks and search engines to smart phones have so revolutionized 
electronic communications that few people use the term `electronic communications' any more - except in a legal 
context, through necessity, because after all, it's an all-encompassing term that covers absolutely everything to do with 
electronic transmission of information and data.As communications have therefore rapidly gone global, the book is 
nonetheless compiled and written from a Euro-centric viewpoint and for good reason. It emphasizes for the most part, 
that the rules established at European level have also been applied at the national level in Europe, for instance, within 
individual EU member states and that such rules are progressively being globalised in the process of worldwide 
harmonization of such rules across the countries of the world.According to the authors, these common rules `will be 
based to a significant extent on those applicable in the European Union and in the United States' -- elaborating that `a 
global convergence towards the European and American models is likely to occur as a result of the political and 
economic influence they exert.'Time and events may shift this position slightly, but at the moment, few would disagree 
with it. As a consequence, anyone -- practitioners, academics, students, and many others -- will find this book 
indispensable not only as an authoritative work of reference, but as a readable and accessible aid to understanding the 
new regulatory framework that has resulted from the complete revision of the rules regarding mobile networks and 
services.The book also opens up any number of new avenues of inquiry. For example, the table of cases includes 
General Court (CFI)...Court of Justice...and the European Commission. The table of instruments covers treaties and 
conventions, regulations, directives, recommendations and supplementary instruments. If you're a practitioner 
involved in any way in European law, you'll regard this book as a vital addition to your business's law library.

An established authority in the field, this is the core reference work for practitioners on electronic communications in 
the European Union. Giving insight into the regulations, the work provides a thorough analysis of the competition 
rules and regulatory framework applicable to electronic communications networks and services within the European 
Union. Electronic communications encompass all forms of electronic transmission of information, including 
telecommunications, broadcasting, and the Internet. This second edition is updated to reflect the new regulatory 
package which has made changes to some of the fundamental mechanisms. A brand new section on data protection 
also features, giving an authoritative account of the legislation in the important new area of privacy protection in 
electronic networks.Detailed coverage of the recent case law of the European courts is provided including the 
European Commission's cases on the coordination mechanism for the relations between national regulatory authorities. 
The author team provides a wealth of expert knowledge on both regulation and general competition law, combining 
the first hand experience of Peter Rodford and rigorous academic analysis from Paul Nihoul. Peter Rodford is a former 
Head of the European Commission unit responsible for regulatory policy in electronic communications and took part 
on behalf of the Commission in the recent negotiation with the European Parliament and Council on the amendments 
to the EU regulatory framework.

"If you need a book to guide you through this particular legal maze, this is it." --Peter Groves, IPso Jure"An 
authoritative and learned book. Practitiners, academices, students, and many others - will find this book indispensable 
not only as an authoritative work of reference, but as a readable and accessible aid to understanding the new regulatory 
framework. A vital addition to your business's law library" --Phillip Taylor MBE Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green 
ChambersAbout the AuthorProfessor Paul Nihoul is Professor of Law at the University of Louvain, Belgium. He is 
also Jean Monet Professor of Law at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands, and Editor of the Journal of 
European Competition Law Practice (OUP). His areas of research are Europe, Competition and Consumer Protection, 
including Food Law. He has been teaching European Competition Law, Competition Economics, Consumer law, Food 
Law, Electronic Communications, Network Regulation, Institutional Issues and Judicial Protection since 1990. Peter 
Rodford is a former Head of the European Commission unit responsible for regulatory policy in electronic 
communications (DG Information Society, Unit B1 'Policy development'), and took part on behalf of the Commission 



in the recent negotiation with the European Parliament and Council on the amendments to the EU regulatory 
framework. He was a member of the Commission's staff from 1974 to 2010, and worked in the Legal Service, the 
External Affairs Directorate General, and as a member of the cabinet of Commissioner Peter M. Schmidhuber, where 
he was responsible for telecoms liberalization and external affairs.He is visiting professor in the European Legal 
Studies Department of the College of Europe. 


