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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Valuable, useful, thorough and clearBy NYCity/CountryGives 
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historical perspective, research reviews on various aspects of child custody evaluations. Acknowledges areas of debate 
as well as of consensus. Highlights points of best practice as well of those needing caution. Includes chart of how 
different states view a substantiated history of domestic violence as a variable in custody decisions.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. A brief, secondary reviewBy mjThis book is a fairly brief summary of other more 
extensive and authoritative sources. It mainly pulls information out of other sources instead of offering anything 
original. Anyone who needs thorough knowledge of child custody evaluation should look to other sources.

Forensic mental health assessment (FMHA) has grown into a specialization informed by research and professional 
guidelines. This series presents up-to-date information on the most important and frequently conducted forms of 
FMHA. The 19 topical volumes address best approaches to practice for particular types of evaluation in the criminal, 
civil, and juvenile/family areas. Each volume contains a thorough discussion of the relevant legal and psychological 
concepts, followed by a step-by-step description of the assessment process from preparing for the evaluation to writing 
the report and testifying in court.Volumes include the following helpful features:- Boxes that zero in on important 
information for use in evaluations- Tips for best practice and cautions against common pitfalls- Highlighting of 
relevant case law and statutes- Separate list of assessment tools for easy reference- Helpful glossary of key terms for 
the particular topicIn making recommendations for best practice, authors consider empirical support, legal relevance, 
and consistency with ethical and professional standards. These volumes offer invaluable guidance for anyone involved 
in conducting or using forensic evaluations.Child custody cases represent one of the most complex areas of forensic 
mental health assessment. The evaluations are highly specialized, requiring expertise in child development and 
psychopathology and a thorough understanding of the professional and ethical guidelines for child custody 
evaluations. This volume, written by two child custody examiners with years of experience and an exceptional depth 
of understanding of the area, synthesizes the highest quality of work in the field to articulate the best practices for 
these evaluations based upon professional guidelines, law, and research.
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