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From Joan Hollinger : Familiesby Law: An Adoption Reader before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Families by Law: An Adoption Reader:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good ResourceBy AmandaExcellent resource and compilation of
research and opinions by knowledgeable individuals. | was alittle disappointed that the NCFA was included; spacein
the book could have been better used in that regard.

Since the mid-19th century, American law has recognized adoption as away to create parent-child relationships. As


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814715907

the product of law, rather than blood, adoptive families have become afocal point for debates about the meaning of
family, the rights and responsibilities of parents, and the best interests of children. Families by Law brings together
diverse perspectives on contemporary aspects of adoption law and practice. Following a historical overview of
adoption in American law and society, the reader presents different responses to concerns about who may place
children for adoption, the status of birth parents, who may adopt, and the legal and psychosocial consequences of
adoption. The new frontiers of adoption are explored: from transracial and intercountry adoption, adoption by same
sex couples, and the adoption of children with special needs, to the movements for opening records and maintaining
post-adoption contact between adoptive and birth families. The relationship between adoption and assisted
reproductive technologiesis discussed, as are feminist, economic, and philosophical perspectives on adoption and
procreation. The volume includes statutes and cases, advocacy organization statements, and pieces from legal scholars,
social scientists, philosophers, psychologists, and sociologists in order to provide a wealth of information about the
contemporary dimensions of adoption. Families by Law provides undergraduates, as well as law, social welfare, and
public policy graduate students and others interested in family relationships with a multifaceted context for
understanding the complexities of contemporary family life.

"A collection that will interest and assist psychologists who work with the wide range of children included in this
book. | learned agood deal in my reading of these articles and find it easy to recommend the book to any psychologist
whose clinical practice, research, or teaching includes consideration of parent-child relationships, adoption, foster care,
child custody, and the significance of family for individual development and social cohesion. . . . Wide-ranging and
provocative in its approach to the issue addressed.”-The American Psychological Association"A strong argument."The
law and Politics Book "Cahn and Hollinger have covered diverse topics - from foster care, to attachment, to racial and
ethnic identity in transracial adoption, to legal issuesin gay and lesbian adoptions.”-Adoptive Families'An outstanding
collection, offering in-depth coverage of all the crucial and current issuesin adoption law and practice. Families by
Law is both awonderful supplement to atraditional family law course or stand on its own as the perfect text for
studying adoption in the United Statestoday. | am thrilled to have this resource now available to those who teach or
think about adoption."-Carol Sanger,Columbia Law School"This source book expresses Cahn and Hollinger's keen
understanding of adoption law, combining classic articles, new material, and penetrating commentary on every critical
and controversial dimension of adoption. Those fortunate enough to read this book from cover to cover will vastly
expand their appreciation for adoption issues."-Richard P. Barth,Frank A. Daniels Distinguished Professor, University
of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill"The essays encompass the main controversiesin the field, placing them in their
historical and social contexts. The book will be very useful for courses focusing on thisissue, and will serve
researchers in welfare history, public policy, legal history, family history, and history of childhood."-CHOICEAbout
the AuthorNaomi Cahn is John Theodore Fey Research Professor of Law at George Washington University Law
School. Her previous books include Red Familiesv. Blue Families, Test Tube Families (NY U Press 2009), Families
By Law: An Adoption Reader (NY U Press 2004), and Confinements: Fertility and Infertility in Contemporary
Culture.Joan Heifetz Hollinger is a professor at the University of California, Berkeley, where she teaches coursesin
child welfare law and policy and sex, reproduction, and family law at the Boalt Hall Law School and in the Legal
Studies Program.



