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Lisa Parkinson : Family Mediation: 3rd Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Family Mediation: 3rd Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DefinitiveBy Phillip Taylor MBETHE DEFINITIVE TEXT ON 
MEDIATION FOR MEDIATORS AND LAWYERS -- NOW IN A NEW 3rd EDITIONAn appreciation by Phillip 
Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersWhether for family mediators in particular, or family 
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lawyers in general, Lisa Parkinsons third edition of Family Mediation is the authoritative textbook and guide that no 
professional adviser in family disputes should be without.Published by Jordans Family Law imprint, the book is a 
clear, rational and concise, yet detailed guide through the entanglements and complexities that emerge from family 
conflicts. It is an absorbing examination of this ever-sensitive and almost invariably difficult area of dispute 
resolution.Family lawyers as well as mediators will inevitably regard this book now in its third edition for the 
beginning of 2015 as essential reading in an area where mediation and legal processes almost invariably intersect. One 
of the beauties of the book is that it offers a brief but illuminating historical perspective on mediation, as well as other 
forms of ADR (alternative dispute resolution) as ways and means -- whether effective or flawed -- of resolving family 
conflicts.As the text reminds us, mediation has been available in England and Wales for over thirty years. Initially 
used in childrens applications, it has grown to cover all areas of divorce and separation, including finance and 
property. Sir James Munby, President of the Family Division, has referred to mediation as an established and valued 
part of the dispute resolution process of which the Family Court also forms a part.It is important, he continues, for 
judges to be aware of the advantages that mediation can bring to resolving disputes between separated parents and to 
bear these in mind when cases come before them which may benefit from mediation.The new edition of this well-
established work of reference reflects current thinking and research into dispute resolution, thus meeting the needs of 
novices and experienced practitioners alike. Throughout its more than 500 pages, the book takes the reader through the 
full spectrum of procedures and processes involved in family mediation, from management of conflict and 
communications skills, to mediating on money matters dealing with deadlocks... conducting international mediation 
and of course, a lot more.Those exploring the subject in depth will note the chapter on research and the wealth of 
useful references in the extensive bibliography, not to mention the sample documentation contained in the books ten 
appendices. Practitioners and advisers, judges and researchers, as well as mediators will appreciate the invaluable help 
offered by this book in helping them meet the challenge of change within the family justice system.The publication 
date is cited as at November 2014.

In the UK, the introduction of the Children and Families Act 2014 is focusing more attention on the role of family 
mediation in the family justice system. Family mediators have been given greater responsibilities to enable separating 
and divorcing couples, as well as other family members, to understand and consider non-court dispute resolution 
processes, while also assessing the suitability of mediation in the circumstances and individual willingness to 
participate. This third edition is therefore more than an update of the previous edition, because UK family mediation is 
at a new and critical stage in its evolution. Recent experience shows that the basic principles of mediation can be 
maintained in designing approaches for different stages and levels of conflict in private family law disputes and may 
also be suitable in some kinds of public law children cases. The book explores these challenges and evolving areas, 
such as child consultation in mediation and the use of mediation in cross-border cases. This authoritative and practical 
guide not only explains the principles and process of UK family mediation, but also places it in the context of a 
changing family justice system and its interaction with other professionals and processes. The text is supplemented by 
appendices containing key sample documentation. [Subject: Family Law, Mediation, Arbitration, Alternative Dispute 
Resolution]


