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Frank McLynn : Famous trials  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Famous trials: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Trials that would be famous if things that happened a long time ago 
were famousBy (((Marco Buendia)))Here is a short collection of "cases" that mattered, in one way or another, all the 
way from the trial of Jesus by the Roman state up through Nixon. Published in 1995 by Reader's Digest, that most 
American of things (yes, yes I know, "Das Beste" and the rest of them, but I remember the blasted little things lying 
around the house when I was a kid in the USA), the book has an altogether un-American bias is favor of things long 
ago and far away. Thirty-five cases. Nine occurred in America, unless you include a couple that occurred in the 
specifically Anglo segment of Anglo-American jurisprudence, before the English-speaking colonies, some of them, 
broke off.It's really a wide-reaching collection:Special courtsChurch courtsMilitary courtsJury trials"Special" includes 
Jesus, Sir Thomas More, Charles the First, Brown v Board of Ed. "Church" Joan of Arc, Galileo, "Military" John 
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Brown, Dreyfus, Nuremberg, "Jury" Socrates, Oscar Wilde, the Monkey Trial, and the Rosenbergs. Plenty of 
others.There are a few prefatory remarks, addressing the question, in the abstract, what does it mean that "justice was 
done"?Three or four pages a piece. They really seemed to me to be good summaries of the trials concerned, with little 
philosophical speculation. Remarkably unpartisan, even in the case of recent cases such as Daniel Ellsberg, or Brown 
v Board. So it seemed to me, but I'm not a lawyer or wing-nut.Rather more heavily illustrated than you might expect; 
after all, a number of these cases occurred before illustration was considered necessary proof that something had 
happened.Strongly suggest the book if you have an interest in such stuff. Good library book, it seems to me, but the 
Zero Public Library of Zero, Mississippi weeded it. "Nobody was checking it out," said the guy at the Solutions Desk.

Ranging over more than two thousand years of human and legal history, this collection of trial recreations surveys 
some of the world's historic courtroom confrontations, including the Salem witch trials, the tribunal at Nuremberg, and 
the Scopes Monkey Trial. 25,000 first printing.

From School Library JournalYA?A readable text succinctly but thoroughly provides the background and discusses the 
people involved and the arguments given in memorable trials throughout history. Postscripts present the ramifications 
of the case in the years since it occurred. Adjacent boxed inserts make it easy to spot related information. Readers will 
be drawn to the eye-catching illustrations, photographs, editorial cartoons, and quotations that appear in the margins. 
No specific criteria is given for how or why cases were selected, but they have all had global significance. The trials of 
Socrates, Jesus, Thomas More, Danton (French Revolution), Dreyfus, Chinese Gang of Four, Galileo, John Brown, 
Tojo, Scopes, and Nelson Mandela are among the cases included. Each trial is covered in either four or six pages, 
nearly half of which is illustration or white space. The detailed index will assist researchers as the text arrangement is 
more appropriate for browsers. Cases are arranged by the type of court in which they were heard (special, church, 
military, or jury trial). A valuable resource.?Claudia Moore, W. T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VACopyright 1996 
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