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Jonathon Erlen, Joseph F Spillane, Rebecca Carroll, William Mcallister, Dennis B Worthen : Federal Drug 
Control: The Evolution of Policy and Practice  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Federal Drug Control: The Evolution of Policy and Practice: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The War on Drugs has been going on for a long time.By (((Marco 
Buendia)))This short book covers the attempt by American society, through the US Federal Govt, to control 
intoxicating materials other than alcohol. The story as told here begins after the Civil War, with the first phase of this 
attempt ending in the Harrison Act of 1914. It then follows the build-up of a drug control regime, affected by police 
regimes and further legislation.Very interesting, especially at times when, as now, it seems that we may finally see 
some loosening of legal strictures. The Tea Bags will try to stop it (as they did in Montana, warring against medical 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789018926


marijuana, when the gained control of the State legislatures some years back), and past experience suggests they will 
succeed. Virtue loves to strut itself.

A comprehensive look at the beginnings of the current drug problems in the United States Federal Drug Control: The 
Evolution of Policy and Practice presents an overview of the key issues and key individuals responsible for the 
creation of the federal governments efforts to control illegal drugs in the United States, from 1875-2001. The book 
focuses special attention on federal legislation that constructed the federal drug regulatory machinery and the Supreme 
Court cases that interpreted these laws and their implementation. An esteemed panel of scholars, including co-editor 
Joseph Spillane, author of Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace, and William B. McAllister, author of 
Drug Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century: An International History, traces the internal tensions between factions 
favoring medicalization and criminalization throughout the 20th century, examining the difficult choices that continue 
to be made in this ongoing debate. The central question in the governments response to the crisis of illicit drugs in the 
United States has remained the same for more than 125 years: Should the government rely on educational and 
treatment programs or turn to the criminal justice system for answers? Federal Drug Control examines the historic 
turning points of the debate, including the 19th Century origins of the controversy, legislation and subsequent Supreme 
Court decisions in the 20th Century, international attempts at drug control agreements, and the emergence of new 
illicit drugs. The book also looks at the influential figures of the debate, including Levi Nutt, Lawrence Kolb, Richard 
Pearson Hobson, A.G. DuMez, and Harry J. Anslinger who ran the Federal Bureau of Narcotics (FBN) for more than 
30 years. Federal Drug Control examines: the history of cocaine use in the 20th Century the history of marijuana use 
in the 20th Century the advent of psychotropic drugs in the 1960s the origins of the Harrison Narcotic Act the federal 
governments efforts to limit the pharmacy professions control over prescription drugs and much more! Federal Drug 
Control: The Evolution of Policy and Practice is an essential resource for criminologists, historians, social historians, 
sociologists, anthropologists, public policymakers, academics, and anyone interested in the broad issues involved in 
how the federal government deals with the problem of illicit drugs in the United States.

A valuable examination of the great turning points in American drug policy at the federal level -- David F. Musto, 
MD, Professor of the History of Medicine, Yale University; Co-author of The Quest for Drug Control, 1963-
1981Offers fresh insights into old controversies, -- David T. Courtwright, PhD, Professor of History, University of 
North Florida; Author of Dark Paradise: A History of Opiate Addiction in America and Forces of Habit: Drugs and the 
Making of the Modern World 


