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Virginia Tucker, Marc Lampson : Finding the Answers to Legal Questions: A How-To-Do-It Manual (How-to-
Do-It-Manuals) (How-To-Do-It Manuals (Numbered))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Finding the Answers to Legal Questions: A How-To-Do-It Manual (How-to-
Do-It-Manuals) (How-To-Do-It Manuals (Numbered)): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. current resourceBy student101purchased this book for an online 
class and found it very easy to read. It presents relevant legal information resources.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Four StarsBy CindyWas helpful for class3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Outstanding!By Kate FerryA great reference source for where to start your legal searching! Well organized and easy to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1555707181


follow. Detailed information and "just enough" to make it work for the beginning searcher or the well-versed and 
experienced self-taught lawyer.

More people than ever are choosing to represent themselves in court and use the library as their primary, if not only, 
source for obtaining accurate, up-to-date legal information and legal research advice. Finding the Answers to Legal 
Questions: A How-To-Do-It is a comprehensive guide to help public librarians confidently assist users in finding the 
legal information they need whether for self-representation, to be an informed consumer of legal service, or to learn 
the U.S. legal system, the workings of the courts, and common questions likely to arise. Authors Virginia Tucker and 
Marc Lampson provide a clearly organized, easy-to-use resource packed with guidance to help librarians answer 
questions that span the gamut of the law. There is an overview of fundamental legal information, including the basic 
structure of the U.S. legal system and primary law, and how-to instructions for fi nding primary law in print sources, 
free websites, and pay-for-view databases. The authors share tips for conducting a legal reference interview and 
describe common legal questions across a number of different areas, including lawsuits, family law, landlord-tenant 
disputes, wills and estate planning, debt, bankruptcy, employment, and criminal law. The authors also explain how to 
build a basic legal reference collection, including a how-to guide for creating a basic website of legal links and for 
building a small, low-cost collection of print resources. Finding the Answers to Legal Questions: A How-To-Do-It 
Manual is an ideal book for practicing librarians looking to better serve users' legal needs, as well as for LIS faculty 
and students preparing for careers as public librarians.

From BooklistTucker and Lampson have written an impressive guide that introduces the structure of the legal system 
in the U.S.; provides the basics of legal research; offers specific guidance for commonly asked legal questions, such as 
landlord-tenant disputes, wills, and employment issues; and concludes with a guide for building a reference collection 
and producing a website of resources. The volume is also a bibliography unto itself, with citations to print resources 
and both free and fee-based websites and databases provided throughout. Libraries of all types lacking both a legal 
reference collection and staff with sufficient expertise in the area are often called upon to provide assistance and 
direction to those seeking legal information. This book will help libraries serve that need. --Christopher McConnell 
"Tucker and Lampson have written an impressive guide...The volume is also a bibliography unto itself, with citations 
to print resources and both free and fee-based websites and databases provided throughout. Libraries of all types...are 
often called up to provide assistance and direction to those seeking legal information. This book will help libraries 
serve that need." --Booklist, January 2011"The book is notably comprehensive and includes numerous specific 
references to websites and other additional sources of information. It includes helpful guidance on such things as how 
to evaluate the trustworthiness of websites and self-help books." --Washington State Bar News, March 
2011"Librarians will love this it reflects how legal information is organized as well as how it will be used. It will also 
appeal to lay researchers who need to understand the legal system." --Library Journal Starred , March 2011"I would be 
sure to keep it at my desk for future reference, and I believe it would be one of those books that would always provide 
some guidance, even as some legal resources change over time. That's why I recommend this book to anyone working 
at a public library, as well as anyone interested in learning legal research without going to paralegal or law classes." --
American Association of Law Libraries, April 2011"I would be sure to keep it at my desk for future reference, and I 
believe it would be one of those books that would always provide some guidance, even as some legal resources change 
over time. That's why I recommend this book to anyone working at a public library, as well as anyone interested in 
learning legal research without going to paralegal or law classes." --American Association of Law Libraries, April 
2011"This comprehensive manual is a valuable, must-have print resource for all public libraries." --Public Libraries, 
September/October 2011"Finding the Answers is recommended to public libraries as a training tool for reference 
librarians, a collection and web site development guide, and an entry-level research tool for patrons." --Law Library 
Journal, 2011 


