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time, and all praised Forensic Psychiatry (Oxford Specialist Handbooks in Psychiatry): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy PsiquiatraforenseThis should be a text book for every 
Forensic Psychiatry expert.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Gonzalo P. MatovelleVery 
handy and useful0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The ideal handbook....By Phillip Taylor 
MBE[[VIDEOID:mo1BGR0R8V5OS4Y]]ON FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY FOR LEGAL AND MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALSAn appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green 
ChambersDistinguished by its thoroughness and clarity, this superb handbook guides practitioners through the 
sometimes miasmic overlap between psychiatry and law. It's particularly and obviously relevant to legal practitioners 
who either prosecute or represent mentally disordered patients, or those who may be suspected of having a mental 
disorder.Forensic psychiatry, as the term indicates, is cross-disciplinary. It's defined by the learned authors as 
comprising `the psychiatry of mental disorder and offending behaviours, plus law in relation to all psychiatry'. Both of 
these aspects are represented in this handbook.`It is not possible either effectively or ethically,' say the authors, `to 
guide an offender patient through the justice system... or properly to assist the justice system in dealing with mentally 
disordered offenders, without a real understanding of legal process and of the interface between law and 
psychiatry'.The stated aim of the authors is to summarise and describe areas of law which are relevant to this interface, 
thus rendering the handbook of immense value, not just to lawyers, but for clinicians whose work is regulated by the 
law.Part of the Oxford Medical Publications Library published by the Oxford University Press, this handbook of 
almost 700 pages, is actually the first edition of `Forensic Psychiatry' and like the other specialist handbooks in 
psychiatry published by the OUP, it's formatted as a quick reference tool -- compact yet authoritative and complete - 
and designed to save the busy practitioner valuable time.It's written by a distinguished team of forensic psychiatrists 
and psychologists working in consultation with over thirty other experts who have contributed their advice, including, 
certainly, psychiatrists and psychologists, as well as lawyers, judges and academics.Here -- to cite just one example -- 
is where, if you're a lawyer, you would look for guidance in understanding the psychiatrist's court report, or the risk 
assessment offered to the court.The Handbook is divided into five parts covering, for example in Parts II and III, 
clinical forensic psychiatry and the ethics of forensic psychiatry. Parts IV and V examines the law relevant to 
psychiatry, and then psychiatry within the legal system. There are no less than six appendices providing convenient 
reference to diagnostic classifications, statutes, legal cases, ethical codes and important inquiries and reports.There's 
also a quick reference to mental health law and a detailed index at the back for further ease of use. For clear, concise 
guidance on all aspects of forensic psychiatry, this is the ideal handbook for a wide range of professionals dealing with 
mental health in both the legal and medical professions, and it's a fundamental tool for advocates in these hard cases.

Forensic Psychiatry is the first book to cover the clinical, legal and ethical issues for the treatment of mentally 
disordered offenders for all of the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland jurisdictions. Written by an expert 
interdisciplinary team from the fields of both law and psychiatry, including the eminent Nigel Eastman who has 
engaged with many high-profile legal cases, this is a comprehensive and up-to-date guide which includes 
clinicalobservations, guidance and ethical advice across the psychiatric discipline.Uniquely focusing on the interface 
between psychiatry and law and including suggestions, using case examples, on how to navigate this interface 
successfully, this book contains clear guidance on all aspects of forensic psychiatry, for both mental health and legal 
professionals. It also contains extensive cross-referencing which allows the reader to access all the relevant clinical, 
legal and ethical information quickly and effectively.Alongside the practical advice on managing clinical and legal 
situations, there are also case examples, summaries of relevant legislation and introductions to different ethical 
approaches and clinical observations, derived from the experience of the authors. Also included are brief summaries of 
important legal cases and inquiries relevant to the subject.

The expertise of Professor Nigel Eastman and his co-authors need no emphasis from me. This handbook will 
undoubtedly be of great benefit to all those whose professional life takes them into the Court of Protection. Part IV 
gives an admirably clear guide to help non lawyers understand our various justice systems, both as to law and 
procedure. The clarity of this section and the absence of technical language offers real encouragement to the 
newcomer. The introduction to case law within the appendices is particularly useful for its compression to the single 
relevant significance of each of the well selected cases. * Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Thorpe, Head of International Family 
Justice for England Wales * The relationship between criminal law and mental disorder is not one-dimensional nor is 
it by any means fixed. The great skill of the authors, all leaders in their field, is to bring the two disciplines together in 
one text and explain the relationship in a practical and effective manner consistent with their stated aim of enabling 
readers to find out key facts and issues within a given topic simply, rapidly, and in an easily digestible form. Given the 
breadth of coverage, the complexities of the issues and fact-sensitive nature of the relationship between law and 
psychiatry, that is an incredible achievement. This handbook is an invaluable must, not only for those lawyers and 
clinicians working at the interface between law and psychiatry, but also to anyone interested in understanding how our 



society approaches some of the most difficult and testing examples of mental disorder and offending behaviour. * Mr 
Keir Starmer QC * If it is indeed the case -as Eastman and colleagues claim, that 'The law asks questions that science 
cannot answer and science answers questions that the law does not ask...'; then practitioners needs a sophisticated 
navigational aid to guide them in treacherous waters. Forensic Psychiatry provides such guidance. A careful reading of 
its content will enable the practitioner to progress unscathed through this minefield of conflicting paradigms and 
constructs. Encyclopaedic in its scope, thorough and fair-minded in its analysis, it sets the standard against which other 
texts in its field will be judged in the future. * Conor Duggan, Emeritus Professor of Forensic Mental Health, 
University of Nottingham, UK * I learnt something from every page I read, either about psychiatry and mental 
disorder or about how experienced mental health professionals perceive the workings of the law relating to their field. 
The book is well written and clearly set out, with useful vignettes illustrating the points being made. The knowledge, 
wisdom and humanity of the authors shine through the book and make it a real pleasure, as well as an education, to 
read. * Lucy Scott-Moncrieff, President Elect of the Law Society * Distinguished by its thoroughness and clarity, this 
superb handbook guides practitioners through the sometimes miasmic overlap between psychiatry and law. * Phillip 
Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor, Richmond Green Chambers * This is a wonderful book and I was not disappointed. 
I wish it had been available when I started my training in forensic psychiatry but I will use it frequently in the future. 
Every forensic psychiatry trainee (and many others besides) should own a copy. * The Psychiatrist, Nov 2012 *About 
the AuthorNigel Eastman is Professor of Law and Ethics in Psychiatry at St George's, University of London and an 
Honorary Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist in the NHS, assessing and treating patients in medium security. Dually 
qualified as a doctor and barrister, he has researched and published widely on law and ethics relating to mental 
disorder and mental healthcare, as well as on policy and services for mentally disordered offenders. He is an advisor to 
the Law Commission, lectures for the Judicial Studies Board for England and Wales, as well as to judges in other 
jurisdictions, and has given evidence to Parliamentary Select Committees on law and psychiatry.Gwen Adshead is a 
forensic psychiatrist and psychotherapist. She trained at Barts and then at St George's Hospital. After four years as a 
lecturer at the Institute of Psychiatry, she trained as a psychotherapist, with particular interest in attachment theory and 
groupwork in forensic settings. She qualified as a member of the Institute of Group Analysis in 2000. She has worked 
at Broadmoor Hospital since 1998 as a consultant.Since qualifying in clinical psychology in 2001 Simone Fox worked 
for three years with adult mentally disordered offenders in a Regional Secure Unit in West London. She currently 
works in both clinical and academic settings. In her clinical role she is responsible for supervising the Multisystemic 
Therapy (MST) Pilot Project in Merton and Kingston. Her academic role is as a lecturer/clinical tutor on the Royal 
Holloway, University of London, Clinical Psychology training course.Richard Latham is a consultant forensic 
psychiatrist working in East London. He has a special interest in law and psychiatry. His clinical practice is in both 
medium secure care and community forensic psychiatry. He is currently involved in a pilot project of crown court 
psychiatric liaison.Sean Whyte is a Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist with CCTs in both general adult and forensic 
psychiatry. He has worked in a variety of hospital, community and secure institutional settings in both specialties and 
now leads the Community Forensic Team for South-West London, in addition to teaching and court work. 


