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Arguments for forgiveness, mercy, and clemency abound. These arguments flourish in organized religion, fiction,
philosophy, and law aswell asin everyday conversations of daily life among parents and children, teachers and
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students, and criminals and those who judge them. As common as these arguments are, we are often left with an
incomplete understanding of what we mean when we speak about them. This volume examines the registers of
individual psychology, religious belief, socia practice, and political power circulating in and around those who
forgive, grant mercy, or pose clemency power. The authors suggest that, in many ways, hecessary examinations of the
guestions of forgiveness and pardon and the connection between mercy and justice are only just beginning.

"Forgiveness, Mercy, and Clemency is awelcome addition to our understanding of the political and legal world. The
book is unique insofar as it addresses many of the nuances associated with atopic that, for many, isisolated to the
action taken by Governor Ryan to empty Illinois's death row in January 2003." (Beau Bredlin)"[The] reader is offered
asubstantial number of questions to ponder regarding the powerful tools available to leaders responsible for obviating
inconsistencies or injustices in the law. Such questions are useful for a continued and vital debate about how, and to
what extent, these powers should be used at all." (The Law and Politics Book )From the Inside FlapArguments for
forgiveness, mercy, and clemency abound. These arguments flourish in organized religion, fiction, philosophy, and
law aswell asin everyday conversations of daily life among parents and children, teachers and students, and criminals
and those who judge them. As common as these arguments are, we are often left with an incomplete understanding of
what we mean when we speak about them. This volume examines the registers of individual psychology, religious
belief, social practice, and political power circulating in and around those who forgive, grant mercy, or pose clemency
power. The authors suggest that, in many ways, necessary examinations of the questions of forgiveness and pardon
and the connection between mercy and justice are only just beginning.



