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Noam Shemtov, Ian Walden : Free and Open Source Software: Policy, Law and Practice  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Free and Open Source Software: Policy, Law 
and Practice: 

Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) is realized through legal instruments, private law agreements, licenses, 
promises and community norms. These private law instruments reside within a public law framework that grants 
exclusive and monopoly rights to creators of intellectual property. Written by FOSS experts, this work delivers an in-
depth examination of the legal and commercial structures relating to the usage and exploitation of FOSS software. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199680493


FOSS has become an increasingly important component of the ICT industry, embodied in the products that we use and 
the systems we depend on. Major industry players such as IBM have embraced FOSS and it impacts on all its users. 
This work will enable readers to understand the legal environment within which FOSS operates. The first part 
examines FOSS in relation to the key IP regimes. The commercial implications of FOSS are then examined from 
different components of the supply chain. The final part examines the implications of FOSS for policy makers.
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