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A look at First Amendment coverage of music, non-representational art, and nonsense

"This is a valuable introduction to a field that will become only more significant with the development of new media, 
such as virtual reality and digital mapping, that could merit First Amendment protection."-Publishers Weekly"This 
thoughtful book takes on the topic of First Amendment coverage of three under-theorized kinds of content: music, non-
representational art and nonsense. Even though most everyone assumes these kinds of content are covered by the First 
Amendment, why should that be so? The book's authors, in the course of addressing many interesting examples, 
persuasively articulate their doctrinal, philosophical, aesthetic and linguistic approaches to justify such coverage. They 
thus make important contributions to First Amendment jurisprudence. I confess I am personally very interested in their 
important project: it has been thirty years since my Wisconsin Law article--which they are kind enough to cite--
explored the First Amendment and aesthetic justifications for covering non-representational art. I recommend this well-
written book not only to First Amendment scholars but to everyone interested in the First Amendment." 


