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Craig Kielburger, Kevin Major : Free the Children: A Young Man's Personal Crusade Against Child Labor 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Free the Children: A 
Young Man's Personal Crusade Against Child Labor: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Children Empowering ChildrenBy Larry AndersonCraig Kielburger 
has proven that a twelve-year-old with enough passion, commitment and peer support can change viewpoints, 
government policy and lives of countless children in the developed and developing world.In Free The Children you get 
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to travel with Craig from his initial outrage at the murder of a child slave fighting for freedom, through the many 
challenges to youth gaining respect for their leadership and visiting numerous countries where child slavery is 
common.Free The Children is roller coaster of emotions, the excitement of a travel journey, the triumph of a 
movement that becomes children empowering children. The birth of a movement that has only begun.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. The next time your child says...By Enid Breakstonehe or she wants to help less 
fortunate children, or volunteer or work to alleviate a problem, help him or her achieve that goal. Craig Kielburger was 
12 years old when he found out about children enslaved across the world in Asia and India. He went abroad and spoke 
to hundreds of children working for free in the most despicable conditions and met people working to bring children 
out of slavery. He founded his organization, Free the Children, with friends and neighborhood children. Now, 18 years 
later, they work in eight countries bringing fresh water to villages (and so much more) and the United States in schools 
bringing the tools to young people so they are empowered to be changemakers. Do not underestimate the power of 
children, indeed sometimes a child is the only one who can bring about change. Read this book and find out how.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Barbara BoyceGreat book received in fine condition

In April 1995, twelve-year-old Craig Keilburger opened the daily paper and began to search for the comics page, as 
usual. But that day, his morning ritual was interrupted when an article about a boy his own age caught his eye. It was 
the story of a Pakistani child who, at the age of four, was sold into slavery by his parents. For the next six years, he 
was shackled to a carpet loom, tying thousands upon thousands of tiny knots, twelve hours a day, six days a week. For 
this he was paid three cents a day. Amazingly, his will was never broken; he escaped and began efforts to reveal the 
horrors of child labor. But when this courageous twelve-year-old began to gain international attention, and Pakistani 
carpet manufacturers began to lose orders, he was shot and killed. That morning, Craig's life was changed forever. To 
find out more about child labor, he contacted human rights organizations around the world, and with a small band of 
his friends from school he formed Free the Children--his won human rights organization. In the weeks that followed, 
Free the Children took off, fueled entirely by the efforts and enthusiasm of children Craig's own age. Soon Craig 
decided that he had to see firsthand the working conditions of South Asian children. At the time he was not even 
allowed to take the subway alone, but he convinced his reluctant parents to let him fly halfway around the world. For 
seven weeks, in the company of a young human rights worker named Alam Rahman, Craig journeyed through the 
world of slums, sweatshops, and back alleys where so many of the children of South Asia live in servitude, often 
performing the most menial and dangerous of jobs. In his travels through Bangladesh, Thailand, India, Nepal, and 
Pakistan, Craig witnessed the shocking variety and extent of child labor, and was transformed from a typical, middle-
class kid into an activist. In New Delhi and Islamabad he created a sensation--and learned something of the power of 
the media--when he famously crossed paths with Canada's Prime Minister Jean Chrtien, who was touring Asia with the 
"Team Canada" trade mission. By the time Craig returned home, he and the young people of Free the Children had 
gained an international profile. Free the Children is a passionate and astounding story. It chronicles the continuing 
journey of one remarkable young activist--and it is a moving testament to the power that children and young adults 
have to change the world. The extraordinary journey of "The Most Powerful Kid in the World" Craig Keilburger--and 
the human rights organization he founded at age twelve--have made headlines around the globe and have brought 
unprecedented attention to the worldwide abuse of children's rights. Free the Children is the dramatic and moving 
story of Craig's transformation from a regular middle-class kid from the suburbs to an activist fighting on behalf of 
child laborers on the world stage of international human rights.

.com Twelve-year-old Craig Kielburger, upset by a newspaper article about the forced slavery and subsequent murder 
of a child in Pakistan, began in 1995 to research worldwide injustice against children. Armed with the disturbing facts, 
he convinced friends at his Canadian grade school to form a group to advocate for children's rights. With world-
changing zeal, Free the Children gathered information, wrote world leaders, and led conferences on the issue with 
other youth. Kielburger himself was given the opportunity to accompany a human rights worker through cities in 
South Asia. The young man witnessed shocking abuse from which most middle-class Western children have been 
carefully shielded: he met an 8-year-old girl whose job was to recycle bloody syringes without gloves or other 
protection, children in a factory working with extremely hazardous materials to provide fireworks for a Hindu 
religious celebration, and children sold for sex on urban streets. On returning to his home in Canada, Kielburger bore 
witness to what he had seen and asked a simple, devastating question: "If child labour is not acceptable for white, 
middle-class North American kids, then why is it acceptable for a girl in Thailand or a boy in Brazil?" Free the 
Children is now a powerful organization in support of the world's youth, and this book is sure to be a call to further 
action--certainly for all young people, and perhaps for many adults who have previously felt hopeless about the 
possibility of ending abusive child labor and poverty. "We simply do not believe that world leaders can create a 
nuclear bomb and send a man to the moon but cannot feed and protect the world's children," says the author. "We 
simply do not believe it." --Maria DolanFrom Publishers WeeklyThree years ago, when he was a 12-year-old Toronto 
schoolboy who had never taken the subway alone, Kielburger saw a newspaper story about a 12-year-old Pakistani 



boy who had been shot dead, presumably for his outspoken criticism of the Pakistani carpet industry's use of child 
labor. The story changed Kielburger's life. More importantly, it made him committed to change the lives of other 
people. He founded a human rights organization called Free the Children, which is run by children to combat child 
labor around the world. Shortly after starting the organization, Kielburger realized that, in order to make his points 
stick and his efforts effective, he needed to know much more than he did. So he set out, in the company of a 
chaperone, on a seven-week trip to South Asia, visiting Bangkok, Calcutta, Karachi and other cities. This book, 
written with Major (an author of YA books, including Hold Fast), is an absorbing account, in the form of a travelogue, 
of a young man's awakening not only to injustice and bone-crushing poverty but also to the beauty and diversity of the 
world and its cultures. Kielburger's story of moral outrage followed by extraordinary dedication and action is 
inspirational. It will make great reading for both parents and their children, who, on the cusp of adulthood, will see in 
Kielburger proof that they can make a difference. Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalNot only has Canadian Kielburger campaigned hard to eliminate child labor worldwide, but, more remarkably, 
he is himself only 15 years old.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


