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The essays in this volume consider issues at the intersection of freedom of expression and racial, cultural, and gender
diversity. The claims of those whose cultures and beliefs differ from our own are no longer the exclusive province of
diplomats, as the Danish newspaper that published cartoons ridiculing Mohammed quickly learned. Negotiating the
claims of freedom of expression as they come into open conflict with awide diversity of viewpoints, both
domestically and internationally, has become an increasingly complex task. The present volume seeks both to provide
fresh insight into the philosophical grounds for limiting government restriction of expression and to address current
tensions between freedom of expression and pluralism. The suppression of ideas by government is no doubt as old as
government itself. Ideas help to keep governments in power, and opposing ideas can help them to lose it. Aswell,
through most of the history of the world, the belief that some know b- ter than others what is true, what is right, and
what is valuable has been sufficiently widespread to make it seem natural for those betters to dictate for the rest what
they should believe. Just as clerics did not hesitate to dictate to their congregations, Christians did not hesitate to
impose their beliefs on non-Christians in order to save their souls.

From the Back CoverThe debate over the foundations and boundaries of freedom of speech, once a matter of
balancing the individua rights of unpopular speakers against broader socia interests, took on a new shape in the 1980s
when feminists began to advocate restrictions on pornography and critical race theorists to advocate restriction of
certain kinds of hate speech. These challenges to traditional liberalism brought into sharp focus the issues of why we
value free speech and how much weight it should be given against competing values. Difficult asit isto resolve these
issues domestically, we now face new challenges arising from the increasingly rapid dissemination of information
across international bordersin an atmosphere of considerable political tension. The riotsin response to the publication
of Danish cartoons ridiculing Mohammed and the death threats against Salman Rushdie indicate how dramatically the
stakes have been raised. At the sametime, there isincreased concern over discriminatory treatment of sexual
minorities, Muslims, and immigrants. Against this background, the essays in this volume seek to illuminate why we
value freedom of speech and expression and how this freedom can be weighed against other values, such as
multicultural sensitivity, the rights of racial and sexual minorities, and the prevention of violence, both domestically
and internationally.



