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S. W. Whicher, M. Arden Hauer, Steven L. Abel : Friendly Divorce Guidebook for New York: Planning, 
Negotiating and Filing Your Divorce  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Friendly Divorce Guidebook for New York: Planning, Negotiating and Filing Your Divorce: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Item was not as advertisedBy Laura LamiaIt was not what was 
advertised at all. It was not "new". It was xeroxed pages, in a "binder" with a clear cover, and many spindles along the 
side to hold it bound, many of which were broken. Also, it was supposed to have a 2013 update, and it did not. I sent 
my review to the company, and have not heard a response. I am very dissatisfied.3 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Fantastic, I felt empowered and less emotional. Great book.By A CustomerThis book held me to the 
facts. The forms and charts helped me to fill in the blanks at my own pace and therefore the whole process of divorce 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1883726050


was much less overwhelming. I still needed professional help at times, but I was educated and prepared for such times. 
Great book for a difficult change in life.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This book is fantastic!By A 
CustomerI highly suggest anyone thinking about divorce buy this book first! It doesn't matter if you are from NY or 
not, the book explains enough about the process that it works for most states. Great Book!

Is it possible to get a divorce without fighting? The authors of the Friendly Divorce Guidebook for New York think so. 
This book is designed to help spouses work together on their divorce, even offering techniques for cooperation and 
worksheets which outline each spouse's needs. This guide explains every step in the divorce process-from the initial 
decision to the final agreement-with a positive, easy-to-understand approach. And it even shows how to fill out the 
legal paperwork!

... the authors cut through the stilted language and esoteric procedures of the law, straightforwardly communicating 
valuable information for people going through a divorce ... it is designed as a "quick reference." The authors supply 
ample information that is not New York specific ... there are too many valuable nuggets of information useful for out-
of-state mediators not to include this on their bookshelf. -- Mediation News, Academy of Family Mediators; Summer 
1997In one of the most user-friendly formats I have seen, it offers a step-by-step guide for couple coming to terms 
emotionally with the reality of their impending separation ... Step by thoughtful step, the reader is led through the 
process of the friendly divorce. I can't think of a single issue that isn't covered in great detail ... In fact, the book does 
such a comprehensive job of guiding folks through the process by themselves, it just might put mediators out of 
business ... Buy this book! -- Mediation News; Spring 1997Steven L. Abel, S. W. Whicher and M. Arden Hauer have 
produced a much-needed guide for couples who are divorcing-a guide that walks them through the entire process ... 
Scattered throughout the book are friendly words of practical advice, such as considerations in parenting arrangements 
in light of developmental stages of children, as well as arcane ways to use the Internal Revenue Code to one's 
advantage. Checklists appear along the way ... These checklists and exercises should be powerful tools for 
empowering couples to take charge of their own solutions. -- Council News, Family Divorce Mediation Council of 
Greater New York; Winter 1997The most subtle and unusual benefit of the Guidebook is in how it lays the 
groundwork for a good climate for negotiations ... the Guidebook is easy to understand but respectful, upbeat, and full 
of good humor without being inappropriate or sophomoric. It mainly provides facts and resources for the nuts and 
bolts of divorce, but it presents them in a sensitive manner with a positive approach. -- Divorce NY; Jan/Feb 
1997From the PublisherIs it possible to have a friendly divorce? Yes! The Friendly Divorce Guidebook for New York 
takes a positive approach to this life-changing experience. It describes how to plan, negotiate and file for a divorce and 
stay on friendly terms with your spouse. By using the tools in this book, the divorcing couple will learn about New 
York divorce laws and be better prepared for discussions with attorneys, mediators and counselors. Each chapter 
contains worksheets and checklists that encourage the couple to work through issues together. There are sections on 
making the initial decision to divorce; divorce and the legal system; how to negotiate with your spouse; moving from 
one household to two; taking care of yourself; the checklist of things to gather; property and debt; separation 
agreement procedures; children; child support issues and finances, tax information, court papers; and the Blumberg 
legal forms. Plus, each chapter comes with examples, definitions of legal terms, and notes about common divorce 
misconceptions. There are also sample forms and detailed instructions on how to fill them out. Using this book will 
relieve the stress of not knowing what steps to take or what the consequences may be. Take a positive approach to 
your divorce and order this book today!About the AuthorSteven L. Abel, J.D. has more than 20 years experience as a 
family attorney and divorce mediator in New York. His is a partner in the firm of Abel Brustein-Kampel, where more 
than 80% of his practice is divorce and family law. Steve was the winning attorney in a 1977 appeals court decision 
that led to the revision of all New York laws to make them gender neutral. He is a divorce mediator, legal consultant 
and trainer for the center for Family and Divorce Mediation, a practitioner member of the Academy of Family 
Mediators, and is President-elect of the New York State Council on Divorce Mediation. Steve has been married, 
divorced and re-married. He has three grown children and two stepchildren. S.W. "Wendy" Whicher has been 
practicing family law since 1970 and was the staff attorney for the first Family Law Center for Legal Services. She has 
maintained a mediation practice since 1980, specializing in family matters. She chaired the CBA Family Law Section, 
and has taught family law locally, nationally and internationally. M. Arden Hauer is a member of the Colorado Bar 
Association and the Academy of Family Mediators. She is founder and director of the Center for Non-Adversarial 
Divorce, which provides mediation services for families throughout the Denver metro area. She maintains a law 
practice concentrating in mediation and non-adversarial legal work. 


