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Nancy Black Sagafi-nejad : Friends at the Bar: A Quaker View of Law, Conflict Resolution, and Legal Reform 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Friends at the Bar: A 
Quaker View of Law, Conflict Resolution, and Legal Reform: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Quaker Attorneys SurveyedBy Luna VilleThis book can be a bit dry. 
I suspect it's the tiniest bit dated. But's it's based on surveys of members of the Religious Society of Friends who are or 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1438434146


were attorneys and provides a unique perspective. It also gives the law student much to think about in terms of the type 
of career s/he hopes to build.

A Quaker lawyer looks at Friends relationship with the American legal system and at Friends legal ethics. George Fox, 
founder of the Religious Society of Friends, admonished his followers against going to law. In this fascinating, wide-
ranging book, a Quaker lawyer explores the relationship between Quakers and the American legal system and 
discusses Friends legal ethics. A highly influential group in the United States, both for their spiritual ideals of 
harmony, equality, and truth-telling, and for their activism on many causes, including abolition and opposition to war, 
Quakers have had many noteworthy interactions with the law. Nancy Black Sagafi-nejad sketches the history and 
beliefs of the early Quakers in England and America, then goes on to look at important twentieth-century 
constitutional law cases involving Quakers, many involving civil rights issues. Sagafi-nejads survey of one-hundred 
Quaker lawyers shows them to be at odds with the adversarial system and highlights a legal practice that must balance 
truth-telling and zealous advocacy. The Quaker development of extra-legal dispute resolution to solve debates 
amongst Friends is discussed, along with a look at the possible future of mediation.

Taken as a whole, Friends at the Bar contributes to the public discourse on legal reform, both as another call to expand 
alternatives to mainstream legal adversary practice and as a documentation of litigation s historical value in promoting 
social justice. The alternative perspective on law offered here is refreshing. Law and Politics Book "This book is a 
valuable testimonial to the legal work of Quakers practicing lawyers who question the ethics of their profession and 
who read Sagafi-nejad s book will be inspired to change the odds in favor of doing good. H-Net s (H-Law) Friends at 
the Bar would make a valuable addition to the collections of academic law libraries, especially those with extensive 
holdings in the areas of religion and the law or legal reform [it] is one of only a handful of monographs to address the 
Quakers relationship with the law. Law Library Journal Taken as a whole, Friends at the Bar contributes to the public 
discourse on legal reform, both as another call to expand alternatives to mainstream legal adversary practice and as a 
documentation of litigation s historical value in promoting social justice. The alternative perspective on law offered 
here is refreshing. Law and Politics Book ""This book is a valuable testimonial to the legal work of Quakers ... 
practicing lawyers who question the ethics of their profession and who read Sagafi-nejad's book will be inspired to 
change the odds in favor of doing good." -- H-Net s (H-Law) "Friends at the Bar would make a valuable addition to 
the collections of academic law libraries, especially those with extensive holdings in the areas of religion and the law 
or legal reform ... [it] is one of only a handful of monographs to address the Quakers' relationship with the law." -- 
Law Library Journal "Taken as a whole, Friends at the Bar contributes to the public discourse on legal reform, both as 
another call to expand alternatives to mainstream legal adversary practice and as a documentation of litigation's 
historical value in promoting social justice. The alternative perspective on law offered here is refreshing." -- Law and 
Politics Book From the Back CoverGeorge Fox, founder of the Religious Society of Friends, admonished his followers 
against "going to law." In this fascinating, wide-ranging book, a Quaker lawyer explores the relationship between 
Quakers and the American legal system and discusses Friends' legal ethics. A highly influential group in the United 
States, both for their spiritual ideals of harmony, equality, and truth-telling, and for their activism on many causes, 
including abolition and opposition to war, Quakers have had many noteworthy interactions with the law. Nancy Black 
Sagafi-nejad sketches the history and beliefs of the early Quakers in England and America, then goes on to look at 
important twentieth-century constitutional law cases involving Quakers, many involving civil rights issues. Sagafi-
nejad's survey of one-hundred Quaker lawyers shows them to be at odds with the adversarial system and highlights a 
legal practice that must balance truth-telling and zealous advocacy. The Quaker development of extra-legal dispute 
resolution to solve debates amongst Friends is discussed, along with a look at the possible future of mediation.About 
the AuthorNancy Black Sagafi-nejad is an attorney. Recently retired, her main area of practice was civil law. She was 
in private practice and also worked on several civil rights projects for the states of Maryland and Texas. 


