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Paul L. Rein : Full Equal Access: Disabled Rights Litigation In California  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Full Equal Access: Disabled Rights Litigation In California: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great Book from the Premier Disability Rights Attorney for the Last 
40 YearsBy StevenI give this book 5 out of 5 stars because of (1) the amazing amount of information it contains and 
(2) the clear and concise way it is presented. Paul's wisdom and creativity from 40 plus years of fighting on behalf of 
persons with disabilities shines through this book but also it is presented so that it could be read "cover to cover" or 
used as a reliable reference work for those who are interested in learning how the state and federal disability access 
laws really work.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Advocate's ResourceBy TimPacked! In this 
unique resource, basically comprising 500 pages of favorite pleadings and briefs, Rein advances countless thoughts 
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and arguments for advancing disabled rights and adequate compensation for their advocates. And his style stays 
consistently positive, tending to compel your enthusiastic response. Kudos to Rein for sharing a life's work.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Geat work and resourceBy kim blacksethA wonderful book on the current 
state of disabled access. All disabled persons have benefited from the authors pioneering work in this field. A must 
read for all who work or have interest in this area of law.

For 38 years my law practice has represented physically disabled persons in civil rights cases challenging architectural 
barriers and other forms of disability discrimination. A major motivation has been observing the amazing courage of 
many of my disabled clients. Physically disabled persons face daily challenges unthinkable to able-bodied persons; yet 
many are still willing to use their time and energy to work in the public interest to improve conditions for others. This 
book is intended to give a general outline of the law regarding access to public accommodations for disabled persons 
under California laws first passed in 1968, and then under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Portions of the 
book outline important legal precedents that may be of use to disabled persons and their attorneys and supporters when 
they decide to take action to enforce their rights to full and equal access to public accommodations. Each action may 
also have a ripple effect which will benefit every disabled person who is later able to use the improved facilities, and a 
further ripple effect if it motivates voluntary access improvements by building owners and/or their tenants. The more 
access barriers that are removed, the more businesses that disabled persons (and their companions) can patronize and 
spend their money in. Voluntary compliance will result in less need for litigation and less need for paying attorney fees 
to plaintiff attorneys and defense lawyers. Most disabled rights attorneys are working for the day when our society is 
fully accessible to persons with disabilities, and litigation will no longer be necessary. But until that day comes, 
disabled access litigation should remain an essential tool in the fight to achieve an accessible society. Law Offices of 
Paul L. Rein Oakland, CA 94612 (510) 832-5001

About the AuthorStarting 38 years ago, I've chosen to devote my law practice to representation of physically disabled 
persons in civil rights cases challenging architectural barriers and other forms of disability discrimination. A major 
motivation has been observing the obvious courage of many of my disabled clients. Many physically disabled persons 
face daily challenges unthinkable to able-bodied persons; yet many are still able and willing to use their time and 
energy to work in the public interest to improve conditions for others. For two weeks in 1984 I served as the personal 
attendant for a quadriplegic friend so he could travel to and attend a World Conference for disability leaders in 
Kingston, Jamaica (sponsored by the Disabled Persons International (DPI) organization). My friend (and sometimes 
client) was Jim Donald, an active Sacramento attorney who was serving as the United States representative to DPI. 
Working as the attendant (substituting on a last minute, emergency basis) for an active quadriplegic gave me a unique 
opportunity to realize some of the real personal physical difficulties that persons with severe physical disabilities have 
to face. This was particularly so when flying with Jim to a Third World (and even less accessible) country, and there 
attending meetings and educational and social events. Although Jim used a motorized wheelchair, he was well known 
for traveling all over the world to investigate conditions affecting disabled persons, for example visiting (and 
complaining about treatment of disabled persons in) Japan's prisons, mental hospitals and medical facilities. I also had 
an opportunity to observe disability close at hand when my mother, Erma Rein, suffered a stroke and subsequent brain 
surgery in 1984. Rendered hemiplegic and aphasic, she fought back to regain her abilities to speak, read, live an 
independent life, and enjoy another six years of life. Ironically, my mother had emotionally and financially supported 
my work pioneering private enforcement of California s disability access laws since the mid 1970s, before incurring 
her own disability. Erma Rein helped financially to keep my office afloat while I handled early cases on a mostly 
volunteer basis, until I began earning sufficient statutory attorney fees from public interest access cases to fully 
support our work. Our mother was very pleased during the remainder of her life that both her sons (myself and my 
brother, Steve) were working to achieve better access for disabled persons. Her support was inspirational. 


