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Reading this book will lead to new insights compelling to an international audience into how cities address the
sustainability challenges they face. They do this by not repeating old patterns but by searching for new and innovative
methods and instruments based on shared principles of atransitions approach. The book describes the quest of cities
on two continents to accelerate and stimulate such a transition to sustainability. The aim of the book is twofold: to
provide insights into how cities are addressing this challenge conceptually and practically, and to learn from a
comparison of governance strategiesin Europe and Asia. The book isinformed by transition thinking as it was
developed in the last decade in Europe and asit isincreasingly being applied in Asia. The analytical framework is
based on principles of transition management, which draws on insights from complexity science, sociology, and
governance theories. Only recently this approach has been adapted to the urban context, and this book is an
opportunity to share these experiences with awider audience. For scholars this work offers a presentation of recent
state-of-the-art theoretical developmentsin transition governance applied to the context of cities. For urban planners,
professionals, and practitionersit offers aframework for understanding ongoing devel opments as well as methods and
instruments for dealing with them. The content is potentially appealing to post-graduate and graduate students of
environmental management, policy studies, and urban studies programs.

From the Back Cover Reading this book will lead to new insights compelling to an international audience into how
cities address the sustainability challenges they face. They do this by not repeating old patterns but by searching for
new and innovative methods and instruments based on shared principles of atransitions approach. The book describes
the quest of cities on two continents to accelerate and stimulate such a transition to sustainability. The aim of the book
istwofold: to provide insights into how cities are addressing this challenge conceptually and practically, and to learn
from a comparison of governance strategies in Europe and Asia. The book isinformed by transition thinking as it was
developed in the last decade in Europe and asit isincreasingly being applied in Asia. The analytical framework is
based on principles of transition management, which draws on insights from complexity science, sociology, and
governance theories. Only recently this approach has been adapted to the urban context, and this book is an
opportunity to share these experiences with awider audience. For scholars this work offers a presentation of recent
state-of-the-art theoretical developmentsin transition governance applied to the context of cities. For urban planners,
professionals, and practitionersit offers aframework for understanding ongoing devel opments as well as methods and
instruments for dealing with them. The content is potentially appealing to post-graduate and graduate students of
environmental management, policy studies, and urban studies programs.About the AuthorSatoru Mizuguchi,
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Environmental Studies. He received his doctoral degree (Electrical Engineering) in 2000 from the University of
Tokyo.



